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(" 1. About The JIME Center-IEEJ )

The Japanese Institute of Middle Eastern Economies, the predecessor of today’s JIME Center-IEEJ,
was established in 1974. Its immediate impetus was the oil crisis that had erupted the previous year
in 1973. Confronted with turmoil, Japan came to recognize the need for a specialized institute
capable of providing reliable, on-the-ground analysis of Middle Eastern affairs, leading to the creation
of the Institute.

Nearly fifty years on, conflicts still persist across the Middle East, and Japan continues to depend on
the region for its energy needs. Moreover, the significance of the Middle East for Japan today is not
limited to energy. Looking ahead to a post-oil era, the Gulf oil producers are formulating diverse
economic visions and hold strong expectations for cooperation with Japan in many areas, including
trade, technological collaboration, and investment. Japan and the Middle East must continue to
deepen their ties while adapting to changes in the geopolitical and energy landscape.

Against this backdrop, the JIME Center-IEEJ brings together a new generation of specialists with
extensive field experience, delivering daily insights that foster a multifaceted understanding of the
region’s rapidly evolving dynamics. We invite you to follow and rely on the Center’s analysis and
publications, backed by nearly half a century of accumulated expertise.

The mission of the JIME Center-IEEJ is to convey an accurate picture of “the Middle East today” and
to promote understanding of the region in Japan. Our research focuses on the following areas:

1. Politics, Economy, and Energy in the Middle East
We investigate and analyze political, economic, and energy developments in key Middle
Eastern and North African countries—especially the Gulf oil producers—drawing on local
reporting and on-the-ground fieldwork.

2. Foreign Policy and International Relations
We analyze the foreign policies of Middle Eastern states and their intra-regional relations, as
well as how shifts in great-power dynamics affect the international order surrounding the
Middle East and the regional balance of power. Based on this analysis, we offer
recommendations on courses of action Japan should take.

3. Economic Cooperation in the Decarbonization Era
With climate action now a priority, we study Middle Eastern countries’ strategies for
economic diversification toward a post-carbon era—their outlines, implementation status,
and cooperation with partners worldwide—with the aim of providing guidance for Japanese
companies engaging with the region.

4, Fostering Mutual Understanding
By carefully unpacking the drivers of conflict in a region where diverse religious and ethnic
communities coexist, we seek to deepen understanding of Middle Eastern cultures and
societies and to advance mutual understanding between Japan and the Middle East.

5. Advancing Scholarship
Each researcher at the Center pursues individual academic interests related to the Middle
East. Through sustained research activity, we aim to contribute to the development of
Middle East studies and to academia at large.
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( 2. Key Publications )

JIME News Report

Email briefing service. Delivers timely analyses from the Center’s researchers
and external contributors on notable developments across the Middle East
and North Africa, straight to your inbox. Approximately 100-200 briefs are
issued each year.

e Chuto Dokobunseki —Monthly Middle Eastern and Energy Bulletin

BRBE S S Monthly journal. Comprises a lead article, reports, and topical notes. The
lead article, in particular, is a substantive, in-depth feature that devotes
around ten pages to a specific theme, helping readers grasp the key trends

shaping Middle Eastern affairs.

Kunibetsu Teiki Hokoku — Quarterly Report by Country

Quarterly country reports. Covering 12 key countries, the first half analyzes
political, economic, and energy developments over the most recent three
months, while the second half examines the outlook. Each report also
includes a detailed timeline, the current list of cabinet members, and relevant
statistics—providing a comprehensive picture of developments in each
country.

Chutoken Kenkyu Hokoku — Monthly Report on JIME’s Research Activities
Monthly bulletin. In addition to providing a concise overview of the Center’s

activities—summaries of the previous month’s publications, notices of
upcoming lectures, and updates on researchers’ media appearances and
research trends—it also covers the month’s key events across the Middle East
and North Africa.
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( 3. Outreach & Partnerships )

(Seminars & Symposia)
Analysis Seminar Series
60-90-minute online seminars. We offer two formats: rapid-response briefings convened immediately
after major events in the Middle East, and regular sessions explaining the latest developments on

specific themes. In total, we hold approximately ten sessions per year.

International Symposium
Held once a year, in principle, as an in-person event. Each symposium sets a forward-looking theme
aligned with current needs, inviting distinguished international speakers to deliver lectures and

engage in discussions. A networking reception is also organized.

Introductory Seminar on the Middle East
Held once a year, normally in person. Aimed primarily at corporate professionals who are new to the
region, this intensive course offers a comprehensive introduction to the Middle East, covering the

history, political landscape, and economic structures of its major countries.

{Collaboration with Overseas Research Institutes)

The JIME Center-IEEJ collaborates with a variety of overseas institutions specializing in the Middle
East to advance our research. We have seconded researchers as visiting fellows to a wide range of
organizations, including the Gulf Research Center (UAE), the American University of Beirut (Lebanon),
Qatar University (Qatar), and the King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and Research Center (Saudi
Arabia). In recent years, we have also conducted joint research with the Gulf International Forum

(United States) and the Middle East Council on Global Affairs (Qatar).

Official JIME Center Website Official JIME Center X JIME Research Essays
https://jime.ieej.or.jp/ https://x.com/JIMECenter https://note.com/jimecenter/
IMELEE e 3Jx = () @ L T no+e A

' JIMERESE
- B & Following

—RMEEA BE T FILX — AW - PRARE 2 —HRBICE

BAIRILY—EHMHER PRARE S 2~ BTut— WR/— bk FHEN G Y, FESRERATTY,
@JIMECenter Follows you HP: https:/jime ieej.or jp/
{2 Show transiation Twitter: @JIMECenter

| BRoseg? BATR X —ERRRFFRAR > 2 —HRALEORRO TR H— BT His

BOIRETT, EOFPTHEAOSDTH . MRFOBRERRIZHDT
BHDFELA.

@ RRBHREBLE 1-13-1 @ jimeieejorjp [ Joined March 2014 X

5740- 33 72400~
2uy
e

7 Following 3,497 Followers o4 O—




JIME- 1k

The Institute of Energy Economics, Japan

—mamia BRI RIF—BEAFRFF PRARE 2—

IR # @hisL &5) EVI-E ES

BRISEH (4 SVBE. hERMEOES - ERREER. MBFEEIRILF—

Sachi Sakanashi, Director (Board member, IEEJ)

Areas of Expertise: Iranian politics; politics and international relations of the Middle East;
geopolitics and energy
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Dr. Akiko Yoshioka, Assistant Director, Executive Analyst

Areas of Expertise: Contemporary Middle Eastern studies; contemporary Iragi politics; Kurdish

issues
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Areas of Expertise: Energy affairs in the GCC countries; OPEC and international oil market

P Koji Fukazawa, Executive Analyst
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Dr. Koji Horinuki, Executive Researcher
/I Areas of Expertise: Analysis of political, diplomatic, and security developments in the Gulf
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states
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- Dr. Shigeto Kondo, Senior Researcher
N Areas of Expertise: Political, economic, and energy developments in Saudi Arabia and other
‘ ‘ . countries
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. Dr. Shun Watanabe, Senior Researcher
Areas of Expertise: Political, economic, and energy developments in the Levant, and security
affairs in the Middle East
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Kentaro Endo, Senior Researcher

Areas of Expertise: Modern and contemporary Iranian history; Iranian economy and energy
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Dr. Yusuke Motani, Senior Researcher

Areas of Expertise: Politics, economy, and energy in North African countries; Modern Arab
history
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